
Special Forces: Day Twelve 
Basic Training: Unit Two 
Leadership 101 
The Example of Others 
One of the main subjects taught at military leadership schools revolves around leadership traits 
and principles. When I was struggling through university level studies for a management degree 
we discussed leadership from the private sector corporate perspective, with all the latest 
buzzwords and techniques. At one point we had a homework assignment to think of someone we 
considered a leader and be able to share our thoughts with the class at the next session. I listened 
quietly during my classmates' offerings of familiar historical figures then took my turn. 
"His name was Paul,." I began. "Paul who?" I was asked. In reply, I talked about a man I read 
about who traveled around Asia and parts of Europe, starting churches just about everywhere he 
went. Not only did he start churches, he followed up on their progress after he left town and 
wrote letters back to those churches as sort of an progress check. I love the way Paul would say 
something good to folks to lift their spirits before he eased into areas for improvement. NCO 
School taught me the same thing! 

Key Verse: 
"I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. In him you have 
been enriched in every way - in all your speaking and in all your knowledge - because our 
testimony about Christ was confirmed in you." 1 Corinthians 1:4-6 (NIV) 
"My brothers, some in Chloe's household have informed me that there are quarrels among 
you." v.11 
This chapter of Corinthians continues with Paul's advice to the church concerning a lot of 
problems they were having. Paul fearlessly spread the Gospel, planted churches and helped them 
grow. Some of his letters were written from prison! He never lost sight of his mission, and never 
quit! 

So What! 
The Bible is full of practical wisdom for daily living, along with examples of real people in real 
situations, successes and failures, struggles and triumphs. The Apostle Paul is just one example. 
From Christian hater to dedicated missionary - what a biography! 
It seemed natural to discuss Paul's leadership skills with others in the classroom. I talked about 
someone I admired and planted some seeds at the same time. Who knows, maybe someone was 
inspired to read more of the Bible for themselves! 
More than that, what is my attitude about sharing the Gospel? Am I eager to share things of God 
and the wisdom of scripture, or do I hesitate for fear of what others might think? Can I truly 
agree with Paul? 
"...I am eager to preach the gospel to you are at Rome." I am not ashamed of the gospel 
because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes..." Romans 1:15,16 
(NIV) 


